
 

 

Service, Adventure and Fishing in Bhutan 
October 18-November 2, 2021 

 
Join Trekking for Kids and DAJ Expeditions on a remarkable hiking and fishing  
adventure in Bhutan. Along the way, complete a project to improve the lives of i 
mpoverished, young monks living in a monastery near the start of the trek.   
 
The price of the adventure includes roundtrip airfare from Bangkok to Paro, all lodging 
while in Bhutan, all meals, all transportation within the country, guide services, entrance 
fees to cultural attractions, all camping equipment, and entry visas.  Exclusions are  
alcohol, travel insurance, and gratuities for the guides.  
 
In an angling world that is growing smaller every day, it is rare to do something that few 
have done, but pursuing Mahseer in the natural pristine and wild rivers of Bhutan defi-
nitely makes the list. The mighty Himalayan Mahseer is a sport fish of great strength 
and mystery that seems part tarpon, part carp and part steelhead. Feeding on nymphs 
and bait fish, these exceedingly clever fish run from 1-60 pounds and Jigme Tsuendrup, 
passionate fisherman and researcher, has been unlocking the secret to catching them.  

The Tiger of Bhutan’s Rivers is the mighty Golden Mahseer. The name roughly trans-
lates as “mahi,” meaning “fish,” and “sher,” meaning “tiger,” locally it is known as Sernya 
(translated as golden fish) further cementing its reputation as the tiger among fish.  

Anglers access the river only by rafting with camps located along the banks of the river, 
moving from camp to camp throughout the course of the trip. The region and the  
experiences are like traveling backwards through time. This is not the crowded hustle 
and bustle of cities, but rather an intimate glimpse of modest mountain people who live 
off of their hillside terraces and from which they can forage and barter. You will also be 
able to witness some of the beautiful birds that habitat the southern lush and tropical 
forests as well. 

 
DAY 1: ARRIVE PARO 
 
The flight to Paro from Bangkok is one of the most spectacular mountain flights in the 
world, with a constantly changing panorama of some of the highest mountains on earth. 
Upon arrival, a DAJ Expeditions representative will meet you at the Paro airport exit doors 
following customs formalities. Later, you will have the afternoon to visit the downtown of 
Paro.  
 
Overnight: Hotel in Paro 



 

 

DAY 2: TIGER’S NEST HIKE 
 
After breakfast, hike to Taktshang Monastery. The Taktshang Monastery was built on a 
sheer cliff face 900 meters above the valley floor, and is a spectacular, iconic sight in 
Bhutan. The Monastery is also an important pilgrim site for the Buddhists. The great Guru 
Rinpoche is said to have flown here on the back of a tigress when he brought the teach-
ings of the Buddhist Dharma to Bhutan in the 8th Century. Half-way, there is a teahouse 
where you can stop for refreshments before the final steeper part begins. After the hike 
drive an hour to Thimphu. 
 
Overnight: Hotel in Thimphu 
 
 
DAY 3: THIMPHU TO TRONGSA 
 
We start our day with a cultural introduction to Bhutan by Francoise Pommaret, professor 
at the University of Bhutan and a collaborator on the Bhutan Cultural Atlas. Later, we 
drive to Trongsa, about 6 hrs. from Thimphu over Dochula pass (10,000 ft) and descend 
to Punakha and Wangdi Valley where we will have a lunch stop before our second pass, 
Pelela (12,000 ft) on the Black Mountain range. After the Pelela Pass, we enter the east-
ern part of Bhutan where farmhouses and temples dot the landscape and you will see 
local farmers herding yaks and cattle. The imposing Trongsa Dzong can be viewed across 
a deep canyon to signal your approach to the town around a curving road. Trongsa is the 
ancestral home of Bhutan’s ruling dynasty.   
 
After lunch at the Pass, the trekkers and the fishing group separate for their unique 
itineraries.  
 
Descend the pass to the village of Punakha, home of the impressive Punakha Dzong and 
the Temple of the Madman, also known as the Fertility Temple.   
 
Overnight: Hotel in Punakha. Pack and prepare for rafting/fishing expedition.   
 
 
DAY 4: After breakfast, depart for the Sunkosh Bridge, Dagana. Upon arrival, there will 
be introductions to the raft and camp team and then we will take off on a raft for fishing.  
Sack lunch will be served river side. Arrive at camp site and continue fishing from the 
shore. Dinner by bonfire each night, prepared and served by our camp staff.   
 
Overnight: Tent Camp 1 
 
 
Day 5: Breakfast at campsite, continue fishing from camp; fishing each day from the rafts 
en route to next campsite. Lunch on the shore each day. All meals, camp set up, and raft 
support provided by camp staff, and fishing expertise by guides.  



 

 

Overnight: Tent Camp 2 
 
 
Day 6: Breakfast at campsite, continue fishing from shore or raft, en route to next 
campsite. Lunch on shore.  
 
Overnight: Tent Camp 3 
 
 
Day 7: Breakfast at campsite, continue fishing from shore or raft, en route to next 
campsite. Lunch on shore.  
  
Overnight: Tent Camp 4 
 
 
DAY 8: Optional early morning fishing, then short hike over the Sunkosh River on a sus-
pension bridge to the Phibsoo Wildlife Sanctuary and meet with local communities. This 
wildlife sanctuary is home to elephants, bengal tigers, and even the rare Ganges River 
dolphin. Afternoon return to camp; bonfire and dinner.   
 
Overnight: Tent Camp 5 
 
 
DAY 9: Morning at campsite; early morning birding or fishing. Depart for drive to Thimphu.  
Remainder of afternoon and evening free to explore Thimphu.  
 
Overnight: Hotel in Thimphu 
 
 
Day 10: Optional hike to the Tango University of Buddhist studies and the sacred Cheri 
Monastery, north of Thimphu, or hike to Buddha Dorenma statue; the largest sitting  
Buddha statue in the world.  
 
Overnight:  Hotel in Thimphu 
 
 
DAY 11:  Today, we drive to Trongsa, about 6 hrs. from Thimphu over Dochula pass 
(10,000 ft) and descend to Punakha and Wangdi Valley where we will have a lunch stop 
before our second pass, Pelela (12,000 ft) on the Black Mountain range.  
 
After the Pelela Pass, we enter the eastern part of Bhutan where farmhouses and temples 
dot the landscape and you will see local farmers herding yaks and cattle. The imposing 
Trongsa Dzong can be viewed across a deep canyon to signal your approach to the town 
around a curving road. Trongsa is the ancestral home of Bhutan’s ruling dynasty.   
 



 

 

Overnight: Hotel in Trongsa 
 
 
DAY 12:  Drive continues from Trongwsa to Bumthang, over the Yotong La pass 
(12,600 ft) to Bumthang, the most sacred valley in the country. Before our journey, visit 
Trongsa Dzong, the longest Dzong in Bhutan. The view from the Dzong is spectacular 
and one can see across the landscape for many miles. Also visit the Ta Dzong mu-
seum, housing an incredible collection of historical artifacts of the Royal Family. 
 
Overnight: Hotel in Bumthang 
 
 
DAY 13:  Free day in Bumthang; and meet trekkers that evening.   
 
Overnight: Hotel in Bumthang 
 
 
DAY 14:  Project day at Dorji Tse Gonpa Monastery 
 
Spend the day at the Monastery completing the project, sharing games and toys with 
the young monks, and participating in a gratitude ceremony with the monks. Campsite 
set up and meals provided by camp staff.  
 
Overnight: Tent camping at project site 
 
 
DAY 15:  Flight from Bumthang to Paro 
 
Enjoy afternoon sightseeing around Paro, visit the Rinpung Dzong to see the painting of 
the great saint Milarepa, considered as the master of meditation by the Bhutanese and 
believed to have attained enlightenment in a lifetime. Dzong’s are large monasteries and 
district administrative centers, which were once strategic forts. Last minutes shopping in 
Paro town. 
 
Overnight: Hotel in Paro 
 
 
DAY 16: PARO TO BANGKOK 
 
Breakfast in the hotel, and then drive to the airport for flight to your onward destination. 
 
 

Tashi Delek! 
 
 


